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CRADUATION EXERCISES

HELD LAST NIGHT

i (Continued from Page 1)
lives and lay down the work for
which they are often"
fitted and deprive their students and
pupils of the benefit of their example,
knowledge and learning, and seek to
make a livelihood in more remuner-
ative fields. Too often this happens
while the educaors are in the prime of
life, and when they have many years re-

maining which they might profitably
devote to the training of the young.

"But in the case of the three men
to whom I refer, their achievements
have been so remarkable, and they
have left such an Imprint upon the
history of our country, and have
worked so devotedly to uplift, benefit

, and improve humanity, that their
resignations call for more than pass
ing notice and greater attention than
I can give them tonight.

"President Eliot, of Harvard, has
been at the head of that Institution
for some forty years. Since its foun
datlon, Harvard has been one of the

' leading colleges of our country. Start-

ing from a small beginning, a dona
'tion made by John Harvard, afte''
whom it was named, it has kept pace
with the growth of the republic, and
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WILL LAST FOREVER

--Vdurlng the administration of Presl- -

lof them and see them dallv. but the
inventions com so frequently and are
of such common occurrence, that we
hardly give them more than a passing
notice,, and In a few days we look
upon many of them as among the
necessaries of life.' "
',l'ft

'a Civic Prosperity.'
L jh

"Oui civic prosperity has not" been
equaled .elsewhere the, civilized
world., Growing,
ies have sprung up whei;e a, few, short
years ago, the prairie dog'hadf' vil-

lage and night was made hideous bv
Tithe bark of the coyote. Great edmbfc

nations of capital, commonly known
as trusts, have been organized to de
velop our latent and hidden resourc-
es, and when wisely and honestly ad-

ministered they have grown fat and
have flourished, and have benefited
not only their stockholders, but the
country where they operate. Capital
and labor have been pitted against
each other in ail organized struggle
for supremacy, and still the fight
goes on, with sometimes labor, and
sometimes capital having the better
of the contest, but In the long run
both labor and capital and the coun-
try at large have been benefited by
the struggle, for labor has generally
improved its condition and capital hd3
been taught that it cannot go ouid--
of certain limitations fixed by law in
carrying on its business and exploit-
ing the country.

"Our late president, who is now in
Africa, touched the moral sense of the
communltyand caused an awakening
among the people so that today
graft is to a large extent eliminated;
has become unpopular, and .the poli-
tician tries to ascertain what the peo-
ple wish and what they need and act
accordingly. He must do so or be
swept from power by an uprising of
the people.

"But it Is .not for our great univer-
sities, nor of the recent Inventions,
nor of the discoveries of scientific
men, nor of our civic greatness and
prosperity that I shall speak tonight,
but of the stable foundation which un-

derlies all these, and which makes
them possible; the fountain fir spring
which furnishes the material from
which our colleges and universities
secure the students which make them
great, our public school system, its
uses and its improvement, its merits
and its faults, as seen by the eyes
of one not a professional educator,
but a parent, a patron, a lay-ma-

Education Bulwark of Nation.
"Education is what has made the

fjnited States so great among na
tions, and the public school system,
Including high schools; are where the
vast majority of our people have first
drank from the fountains of knowl-

edge and where so many have acquir-
ed an . insatiable thirst for further
learning and information. No school.
college or university does more, nor
pretends to do more, than teach the
rudiments of any subject, and point
out the way which the student must
follow if he desires to pursue the
subject to the end and know all that
others know concerning it. If he goes
farther and makes original lnvestigA
tions, he may discover something new
which will make him famous.

Now, I take it to be a fact which
cannot be successfully controverted
that the instruction and training giv-

en to the young In our common and

high schools ia of the utmost import-
ance, and the problem of our schools
is one of the gravest which we have
to face and one of the most lmportaa:
that confronts the American people of

today, for If we do not lay the foun-

dation of good citizenship in our pub
lic schools, by teaching our childrea

patriotUm and love of country, they
will not grow up to be good citizens,
who care more for the public good
than for private gain, and the repub-
lic will be in danger and will finally
crumble and "fall, like so many of the
republics and governments of ancient

times, of which we read in our his-

tories.
"First of all then our public

schools should teach patriotism and
love of country. This should be the
most important subject in the curri-

culum. Bend the young twig in the
way it should grow, Is an old saying,
but it is as true today as when it was
enunciated. - Always teach the young
love of country" and' love of the flag,
which is the emblem of our sovereign-

ty, and when they grow older, they
will, If necessary, be ready and will-

ing to lay down their lives 'in Its
defense. Teach them honesty and
love of truth, and teach, them to do

nght, and to love to do right, be
cause it is right, and not because they
will gain thereby. Teach them to ex-

ercise properly so that they may be
strong and vigorous; teach them to be
clean both in mind and bodr, for you
must remember that even k simple
piece, pf ;maTfchlnery will aot run

smpothly and dp its.. .work properly,
unfcssali oFttS parts are kept clean.
How i.much the less can we expect
such a complicated piece of mechan-

ism as man, with all of his complica
ted-part- to do o. Teach them to
love law and liberty upon which aTC

good government Is ' based and
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PRESBYTERIANS OPPOSED
TO DRASTIC BLUE LAWS.

Denver, May .29. Those mission-
aries who lean too much toward "Blue
Laws" will get but little solace from
the church it the action of the Gen-

eral Assembly of the Presbyterian
church is any criterion. The as-

sembly this morning practically dis-

missed from the service Alexander
and James Walte, both missionaries
in North China, because they com-

plained when brother missionaries
played? tennis-an- d indulged la other
worldly pastimes with their charges.
The Waites asked that they be cen-

sured. The assembly decided that
the Waites might da better In anoth-

er field though at the same time com-

mended their religious zeal. The as
sembly which is making arrangements
to, finally adjourn this afternoon,
unanimously voted to meet at Atlan
tic City,. N. J., next year. '

Telephone your news items to The
Optic, Phone Main 2.
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through a proper blending of which la

the best development obtainable.
Improvement Slow But Sure.

"Time and experience alone can Im-

prove our schools. New ideas come
up from time to time, and it is only
by making the experiment and by
testing those that are thought worthy,
that the good and jseful can finally
be determined upon, and adopted and
put Into the regular course of study.
Often new studies or courses are pro-pobe- d

which sometimes to my mind
do not seem to be adapted to our
public or high schools, and which for
one I would not have thought of in-

troducing, and yet many of them have
been engrafted into the curriculum,
which I now believe.' to have been of
very great benefit, and which have
helped to make the schools more effi-

cient. .,

"The one great merit of our public
school system Js that It gives every
one, rich and poor, and white and
black,' an opportunity to acquire the
rudiments' of an education, so that all
m ay" babetter fitted to enter'ojpott the"
struggle of life, which all of us, save
a very few fortunate ones, have to do.

"My Idea is, and mind that I speak
only as a layman-th- at the greatest
fault with public schools is that us
ually the classes are too large for the
teachers and that they are unable to
give to each scholar the attention
which he or she ebould have, so that
their character and temperaments
may be known and their studies ar-

ranged accordingly. This is a fault
which it Is hard to remedy, because
it would take a great deal of money
to pay the salaries of double' the
number of teachers we now have, and
even if we had the money, it would

be no easy task to find teachers who
are qualified, and if they are not

qualified. It is better to do without
them and try to get along with those
we have. ... n

Favors Manual Training.
"For one, I hope the time will soon

come la this territory ( wnen in pur
high schools a. course' in manual train-

ing can be given. The idea of 'man-

ual training Is a recent one, having
been conceived in St Petersburg lh
T868. The attention of .American in

structors was first called to It during
the Centennial exhibition in Philadel

phia in 1876, and its study convinced
teachers that its Introduction in1 the
United States would be of incalculable
benefit to our young people, many of
whom remain in ' school only long
enough to conceive a distaste for
manual labor, but not long enough to

acquire professional culture. This
course of instruction' opens a door to
an. education w&lch combines the In-

tellectual and physical; both mind
and body may be disciplined by pro
cesses which broaden the man, fitting
him to become a useful member of

the community and also a producer of
wealth. Many pupils who have . a
fondness for mechanics, by reason of
It. will stay longer at school than
they do now, and thus improve them
selves intellectually and at the same

time, acquire some knowledge of the
mechanical arts. What should be es- -

nwdallv taueht in these schools is

drawing, clay modeling, tinting, join
ing, wood-carvin- forghrg,-"Bewmg"an-

cooking. The result of the establish.

ing of these schoolajn the United

States, 'is to retain in school many
who would otherwise have cut their
courses short. The work done ',. in
these schools promises to make Itself
felt In : raising the standard of me-

chanical exerutlon in all thp Btates of

the .union,, r , j&iaa,
i "the school laws of this teiritory

denl Eliot, it became in ract, as weu
- as in name, a jiniverslty, in compari-

son with which no other university in
the United States stands higher. ' '"

"President Angell has guided Michi-

gan university wisely and well for IS

years, and President Cyrun Nortiiiop
is rounding out a quarter of a tea- -
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are not as yet all that they shodld
be nbf all that we' would wish.
Laws creating a perfect school sys
tem cannot be enacted by any set
of legislators no matter how much
they may desirevto do so in a coun
try which has practically had no
such laws before; nor can such laws
be taken bodily from another state
for the several communities differ so
greatly that what may' suit one, will
not be adapted to the other. Such
laws must be modified to suit pre-

vailing conditions. This is what Is
now being done in New Mexico, and
the credit for bringing order out of
chaos, and getting our school laws
in the-shap- they now are, is large-
ly due to a fellow townsman whose
untiring efforts .suceeded in giving
us our most valuable elucational lay.
I refer to what is commonly known
as the "Springer School Law," which
was fathered by the Hon. Frank
Springer of this city.

Praise for Frank Springer.
"Mr. Springer, at the time of the

enactment of this bill, was president
of the board of regents of the Nor
mal University of this city, which
institution owes muctt of its presnt
prosperity to his efforts. He was in

close touch Tith the - needs., otr our
schools.'jRepresenting this district In

the territorial' council, he ably cham
pioned the cause of education, and in
the opinion of the then prominent
school men, advanced the cause of
education In thla territory, fully fif-

ty years. All honor to Mr. Springer
for what he did for our schools.

"I hope that none of this graduat
ing class has tried to do just as lit-

tle worV as possible, knowing only
Jiist ' enough with cribbing, to slip
through the., examinations. If there
are any such I will only say to them,
that the ones hurt by such a course
is themselves. They have not cheat-

ed their , teachers, but only them-

selves, ; and - they will be the only
ones to suffer eventually from such

conduct, although their parents, rela
tives and friends will necessarily be

deeply
;

grieved, when in the future
race ' for success and perhaps for

fame, they see them gradually fall-

ing behind and distanced by those
who conscientiously work.

I cannot say too much In .praise
of the board of school directors who
administer the affairs of this school

district,' and of the worthy gentleman
who is tilts, president. They' work
without compensation, and their only
reward Is the thought-tha- t they are

working for the public good and seek
to help posterity by making the
schools as good as they can with the
means at, their disposal. Let us aid

them in their work as much, as we

can, and give them our moral, support.
Sometimes they may make a, mistake

perhaps in employing a teacher, but If

they do so, they soon ascertain their
mistake and remedy it. If we have

complaints to make, let us not talk
of it? on the street corners, nor shout

It from, the house-top- s, but let us

rather speak to some member of the
board in a dispassionate manner, and

if out complaint is well founded, we

can rest assured that It will be oor-recte-

for the board only seeks to do

the best that it possibly can for the

greatest number.
Truth and Honesty Road to .Success.

"And now, young Jadies and gentle-

men, you are about to graduate from

theBIgn schooT of "East Las Vegas.
Such of you who cafiand holffeel

you , are adapted to it, will I hope
go to higher institutions of learning
and pursue further the paths of

knowledge which you have Just en-

tered upon here. To you all I say,
be honest, truthful and persistent in
whatever path" you follow.

' tmthfnt-ness- ,

constancy of purpose and de--

Screen Doors
All Sizes

termination to succeed, will inevit-

ably give you some measure of suc-

cess, and will make you respected in
the community in which you may
chance to live, and to have and de-

serve the respect of your' acquaint-
ances and fellow' townsmen and
friends is as much as any one ought
to expect or care for.

"To you young ladies who are
about to graduate, I wish you all auc-ces- s.

Some of you may in the future
teach or- - fill other places pf honor,

trusj. pr profit and whatever your
avocation may bar try to do it well.
Give your whole heart, soul and

strength to it. Remember the rhyme
you learned in the kindergarten,
"Whatever you do, do with your
might, things', done by halves ore
never done right." i If you follow out
that Jingle, success is eure to attend
your efforts.', Most of you will un- -

doubtedly soon have homes of your
owhr and remember always that the
peculiar province of woman is the

making of a home. Make It bright
and attractive, and inculcate in those
about you the Idea of honesty, truth
fulness, morality and. Christianity.
The making of a proper home , by

American ' women of America1 Is the
most important duty that you can

perform. Do not be led off into the

pursuit of strange gods and fads and
fancies but remember "that the hand

which rocks the cradle rules the
world."

"To you, young' gentlemen, of the

graduating class, I will say that the
future opens to you many more chan-el- s

of work, and employment than it
does to the young ladies who are gradua-

ting-with you. Many more oppor
tunities are given" to you to employ
and use the talents with which the

Creator has endowed you, and it de

pends upon yourselves as to whether

you will properly employ those ta-

lents and make the best use of them,
or whether you will bury them as

did the slothful and unfaithful ser-

vant in the parable In the New Tes-

tament, The young men of today
will in a few years be the rulers
of thta land. I will not say that any
of you will guide the , destinies of

this great Nation, (for not many pre-

sidents are born,) or of this terri-

tory, soon to be a state; but who

would have said it of Lincoln, the
rail splitter; of Grant, the tanner;
of Hayes, of Garfield, who drove

horses on a canal path; of Harrison,
of Cleveland, the sheriff of Erie

county; of McKlnley, of Roosevelt

or of Taft, to speak only of our pre-

sidents who have occupied the pre-

sidential chair during the last half

century, when they were of the same

ages that yo are. No one can tell

what the future may have In store

for you. Be j honest, truthful 1 ana

determined to succed in wnaj you

mav undertake: respect the laws and

try to live such a life that you may
be fitted to fill any place to which

God may call you." ' L

a&?oparture or arrival of yon or

your friends la wanted by The Optic

tiiry of "service as head of tho Vu

versity f Minnesota. The faithful and
wise administration of these men.

their marked personality and their far
reaching influence, have placed theJ

great institutions of learning over

which they have presided so high In

the opinions of all educated and

right-thinkin- g people, that they serve

as beacon lights to guide smaller and

less wealthy institutions. Their courses

of instruction and sterling worth

smaller colleges endeavor In a meas--

The influence for

good exercised by the higher educa

tional institutions of our country can
not be overestimated.

Progress In Other Lirtesi

"But it is not alone in these high

temples of learning that the progress
' of our age is so noted, for unusual

events have so crowded the last

quarter of1 a century, or even the last
decade, that one Is sometimes inclin-

ed to wonder when, if ever,, a halt
will be called. Electricity has bee
developed and harnessed and mad
use of by man to an extent undream
ed of only a few short years ago. In

the more thickly portions of our coun

try great trains are being moved by it

alone, and in a short time it is predic
ted that locomotive engines will be

relegated to the scrap-hea- so far as

the transportation of passengers and

freight is concerned. Submarine
boats have been built which travel
under water with nearly as much ease

as steamships skim over the waves,

and dirigible balloons and areoplanes

it

i

' heavier than air, have been success--full- y

constructed, which show that
man will conouer the air, and ride
through it, with the ease and grace,
of the bird, the movements of which,

all of us-hav-e sometimes admired, and
wiHhpd that we could emulate The
printing-pres- s and type-settin- g ma
chines have been Improved and per

fected, and now undreamed of tons of

printed matter are turned out at
Trir-- that is a mere trifle. Pictures

are printed in colors, and the wire

less telescranh converses with ships
thousands of miles al sea transmit

ting their messages without wires

making the air: itself the medium of
MTiiimiRRlon ilt Is not my inten

tion, however. recapitu
lation of th wonderful inventions

made by maiur.We are al! corketous


